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Bees Creek Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Program 
 
Introduction 
Bees Creek Primary School is committed to providing innovative and flexible learning experiences 
that are driven by purposeful integration and use of technology.  The school is focused on 
preparing students for success throughout their educational journey and beyond, by providing 
them with the skills, knowledge and values necessary to step into the world as responsible and 
successful citizens in a global society.   
 
With the rapid development of technology we are seeing a new generation of learners, along with 
exciting opportunities for innovative teaching and learning. The implementation of the Bring Your 
Own Device (BYOD) program will empower students and allow them access to dedicated digital 
materials and tools to enhance learning opportunities whilst explicitly engaging in meaningful and 
creative sessions in the classroom to meet achievement standards within the Australian 
Curriculum.   
PLEASE NOTE: At this stage, we will be encouraging students in Years 3 to 6 to participate in the 
program, however, if parents of students in earlier years want to have their children also 
participate, we are happy to accommodate this. 
 
Objectives 
 

 To encourage students to bring their own personal device, within the required specifications 
to school to support and further their education 

   To provide a safe environment for students in the use of technology during school hours 
through the application of protocols and legal practices that support safe, ethical and 
respectful communications and collaboration 

   To ensure a minimum standard of device compatibility 
   To enable students to use technology to further their learning, independently and in 

structured lessons 
   To provide the opportunity for teachers to continue to tailor lesson delivery to enable 

students to use their devices in class  
 
Actions 
 
(A) Students and Parents/Carers 

• All students will be given the opportunity to bring their own personal device to school and access the 
school’s wifi network. 

• The device must meet the minimum requirements as outlined in the minimum specifications 
provided. Any devices that do not meet the specifications will not be permitted access to the school 
networks and services. 

• Internet access will be provided to students at no cost.

 



 
 

• The student is absolutely and solely responsible for the care and maintenance of their own personal 
device whilst at school, or travelling to and from school. This includes but is not limited to: 

-Managing battery life and regular charging of their device 
-Labelling the device for identification purposes 
-Ensuring the device is safe and secure throughout the school day 
-Maintaining up to date anti-virus software and operating system on their device 
-Purchasing insurance cover for their device for protection from theft, loss or accidental damage 

• Parents and students must read and sign the BYOD User Charter which sets out the 
responsibilities and expectations for use of personal devices, prior to bringing the device to school 
for the first time. 

• Students must follow the teachers’ directions as to appropriate use of their device in class. Use of 
the students own device in class is at the sole discretion of the teacher. 
 
(B) Teachers 

• Teachers should encourage and facilitate the use of the students’ devices in their classrooms where 
they deem appropriate. 

• Teachers will be responsible for supervising students in the safe use of devices online. 
• Teachers or school personnel will not be expected to provide technical support for student devices 

or operating systems. 
 
(C) Bees Creek School 
Bees Creek School will: 

• Provide a BYOD User Charter to list the expectations and responsibilities of each 
     student and their parents/carers in the BYOD program. 
• Ensure a copy of the BYOD User Charter is signed by each student and their 
     parents/carers. 
• Publish a device specification that outlines the requirements of the BYOD program 
     including: 

-Operating system 
-Network connectivity 
-Processor 
-Physical size 
-Battery life 
-Security 

• Provide a wireless network with filtered internet connection to which students may 
     connect their personal device. 

• Provide lockable storage for devices in classrooms throughout the school day whereby students will 
be responsible for placing their own device in, when not in use. 

• Accept no responsibility for any damage, loss or theft to a student’s personal device.  
    Students who bring their own devices to school do so at their own risk. 
• Not provide any technical support for personal devices. 
 

Where the school has reasonable grounds to suspect that a student’s personal device contains 
inappropriate material which breaches the BYOD Charter Agreement, the teacher may temporarily 
confiscate the device for the purpose of confirming the existence of the material. Depending on the 
nature of the material, school disciplinary action may be taken, or the incident referred to the police.  

 



Frequently 
asked 
Questions: 
 
What year levels are you encouraging to participate in the BYOD program? 
At this point in time, we are recommending that students in Year 3 to 6 participate.  However, if 
parents of students in earlier years are interested in their children participating, we are happy to 
accommodate this. 
 
My child already has access to an iPad or android tablet, do I need to purchase a new one? 
You do not need to purchase a new device if your current one fits our minimum system 
requirements and has active virus protection installed.   
 
Will I need to pay for apps for my child to use on their device at school? 
The school will asks parents to install/download appropriate apps and programs to devices as 
required.  If there is a cost involved, this may be covered by the school, however in the event that it 
is not there will also be a free alternative offered.  The free alternative may have limitations in its 
use, however will be suitable for the students to complete the desired task.     
 
Will my child have to share their device? 
Students will never be made to share their device, however may choose to and at times they may be 
working cooperatively with others where multiple devices are being shared amongst a group. 
 
Will the school have any computers/devices available? 
Yes, the school will have block sets of laptops and a small collection of tablets that students will be 
able to access, however they may be limited in their use due to availability.   
 
Will my child still learn handwriting? 
Absolutely, the use of digital devices will not replace traditional methods of learning.  These devices 
will enhance the learning taking place in classrooms and provide wider scope for students to engage, 
explore and create.   
 
Will the use of devices promote poor posture? 
Poor posture and associated strain are generally the product of fixed body position for an extended 
period of time.  Students will be reminded of good posture positions and encouraged to change 
positions regularly while using devices.  The use of mobile devices promote the use of varied posture 
positions and it is easier to shift positions while remaining engaged, than if using a desktop 
computer.   
 
How much of the day will students be using their devices? 
This is hard to answer but we envisage that devices will be used at a maximum of around 25% to 
50% (1.5 to 3 hours) in Years 5 and 6, and less in earlier years.  This will vary quite significantly from 
class to class, according to individual teacher’s programs.  At this stage there is no recommended 
screen time by the World Health Organisation. 
 
Should we purchase a cover for my child’s device? 
Yes, we recommend that you purchase a case or water-proof cover in case of drink spillage in your 
child’s bag.  There are many competitively priced covers or cases on ebay or from local stores. 
 



 
Should I insure my child’s device? 
We strongly recommend you consider insuring devices as they will not be covered by 
department/school insurance policies.  The school will put all reasonable measures in place to 
ensure devices are stored safely in classrooms, however the sole responsibility for devices falls with 
students/families.  The school is not liable and will not take responsibility for damage or loss of 
devices, including transporting them to and from school. 
 
Where will work or documents be stored? 
In the first instance, work and documents will be stored on individual devices.  They will then be 
transferred to the school server via a secure cloud based system.   
 
Who will fix technical problems/faults that may arise on my child’s device? 
The responsibility of ensuring individual devices are maintained in good working order is the sole 
responsibility of families.  We strongly recommend you discuss extended warranty options in store 
when purchasing new devices and get clear information regarding accessing technical support.  
Teachers and school technology staff will not attempt in any way to repair faulty devices, their role 
will purely be to assist students in using devices to access our school system and complete set tasks.   
 
Can we as a family install additional apps/programs on devices? 
Yes.  Parents at their own discretion may install apps and programs for the family/student to use at 
home.  While we support this, the school still requires sufficient space available on the device for 
student use and all installed apps/programs need to meet the criteria outlined in our BYOD Policy 
and User Charter. 
 
Are the students able to use their iPad at recess and lunch times? 
No.  For security and safety, devices will only be used whilst under the supervision of a teacher.  
Devices will be stored in locked classrooms during break times.  An exception to this may be during 
supervised lunchtime club activities.   
 
Do students have unrestricted access to the internet? 
No.  The same restrictions that are in place on school computers/devices will also be in place on 
BYOD devices while they are being used in the school environment.  Students will log onto devices 
via the school network, ensuring web filtering to limit access to inappropriate content is active.   
 
Who would be responsible for charging the device? 
All devices need to be fully charged at home before coming to school as outlined in the BYOD Policy 
and Use Charter. 
 
My child has media content (photos, video and audio) stored on the device.  Can they use the 
device at school? 
Yes, as long as the content stored on the device is of an appropriate nature for school as outlined in 
the BYOD Policy and Use Charter.  Students who do not follow the guidelines will lose the privilege 
of using a device at school.  
 
Do you have advice about online safety? 
We recommend parents look at this site: 
http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/ 
 
Does the school have answers to for issues that may arise? 
We have attempted to anticipate most scenarios, but will continue to refine, review and update our 
policies and procedures as we move into this next chapter of learning at the school.  We welcome 
your constructive feedback as we progress along this journey together as a school community.   

http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/
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